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In Lesson 1, students discovered the "Alchemist's Code" (Altruism) and the biological magic of
donation. In Lesson 2, they step out of the "laboratory" and into the community. This 60-
minute lesson explores the reality that not everyone sees "gold" the same way.

Using the metaphor of "The Alchemist's Lens," students investigate how diverse values,
beliefs, and backgrounds shape a person's view of organ and tissue donation. They will learn
that to be a true "Alchemist of Change," they must first understand the audience they are
speaking to. Through the "Guild Analysis" activity, students will decode the values of different
community groups (e.g., "The Elders," "The Guardians," "The Skeptics") and learn how to
"transmute" their message to be respectful, clear, and inclusive.

Lesson Summary

Students will .....
Learning Intentions

Understand that Australia is a diverse community where people view health issues
through different "lenses" (cultural, religious, and personal values).
Investigate how empathy (perspective-taking) helps us understand concerns or
questions others might have about donation.
Analyze specific community profiles ("Guilds") to identify their core values (e.g., tradition,
safety, scientific proof).
Demonstrate how to adapt a message to be respectful and effective for a specific
audience.

Students can .....
Success Criteria

Explain why two people might view the same topic (donation) differently (e.g., "The Lens
Concept").
Identify the core value of at least two different "Community Guilds" (e.g., "The Elders value
tradition").
"Transmute" a fact: Rewrite a complex medical fact into a message that respects a
specific group's values.
Use respectful language to discuss diverse viewpoints without judgment.

Lesson Details

Time:                                          60 minutes
Year Level:                               Year 7 (Ages 12-13)
Unit:                                            This is Lesson 2 of 9 in the series.
Educational Partner:            This lesson is adapted from resources provided by DonateLife 

General Capabilities

Intercultural Understanding; Personal and Social Capability; Ethical Understanding; Critical and
Creative Thinking; Literacy.

The Alchemist's Lens: Perspectives & Perception

(Year 7 - Ages 12-13)

Lesson 2 of 9
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Subject Syllabus Content Description

Health and Physical
Education

Year 7 Evaluate strategies to manage personal, physical
and social changes... and value diversity.

Civics and
Citizenship

(HASS)
Year 7

The nature of Australia's diverse society and the
importance of shared values.

English Year 7 Understand how the selection of language features
can be used for particular purposes and audiences.

Subject Strand Content Descriptor

Health and Physical
Education

Personal, Social
and Community

Health

AC9HP8P02: Investigate the benefits of
relationships that value diversity and...

demonstrate respect and empathy. (Focus on
respecting diverse views on health)

Civics and
Citizenship

(HASS)

Knowledge and
Understanding

AC9HS7K02: How Australia is a secular nation
and a multi-faith society... (Focus on

understanding diverse beliefs)

English Literacy /
Interacting

AC9E7LY02: Plan, create and edit... texts...
selecting text structures, language features and
multimodal elements appropriate to audience

and purpose.

Curriculum Mapping and Links

Australian Curriculum (v9.0)

Queensland Curriculum (QCAA)
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Resources Required

Whiteboard/Smartboard.
Hook Image: An optical illusion (e.g., "The Dress" or the "Duck/Rabbit") to demonstrate how
people see the same thing differently.
Resource: "The Guild Cards" (Profiles of 4 community groups: The Traditionalists, The
Guardians, The Facts-First Crew, The Spiritualists).
Student Worksheet: "The Lens Logbook" (For analyzing the Guilds and drafting messages).
Props (Optional): A pair of glasses or a prism to represent the "Lens."

Skills

Perspective-Taking (Stepping into another's shoes).
Cultural Literacy (Respecting diverse beliefs).
Communication (Adapting tone and language).
Analytical Thinking (Decoding values).

The Metaphor: "The Lens." Explain that our background (family, culture, religion) is like a
pair of glasses. It colours how we see everything. To talk to someone, you have to try and
look through their lens, not just yours.
Prepare "Guild Cards": These replace "target audiences."

The Traditionalists: Older generation, value respect, face-to-face talk, legacy.
The Guardians: Parents/Carers, value safety, facts, protecting their "clan."
The Facts-First Crew: Skeptics, value data, proof, science.
The Spiritualists: Religious/Cultural groups, value soul, afterlife, sacredness of the body.

Sensitivity: Remind students that no "Lens" is wrong—just different. The goal is
understanding, not arguing.

Teacher Preparation

Additional Information

This lesson serves as the bridge between the personal decision (Lesson 1) and the public
action (later lessons). For 12-13 year olds, "peer groups" and "identity" are huge focuses. By
framing community groups as "Guilds" with specific traits, we tap into gaming/fantasy
tropes familiar to this age group, making the abstract concept of "demographics" much
more engaging.

It is crucial to emphasize that organ donation is supported by almost all major religions and
cultures as an act of charity. The "barrier" is often just a lack of information or a fear that it
disrespects tradition. Our "Alchemists" are learning to clear up that confusion.


